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Starting from 24 February 2025, we have
implemented weekly 'Experts of Recall'

quizzes across all subjects. These quizzes
consist of 1-4 questions, increasing in

complexity, and are designed to reinforce
students' knowledge by regularly revisiting

previously covered material. This practice not
only helps in identifying and addressing

knowledge gaps but also strengthens memory
retention, leading to better academic

performance.

To ensure our students reach their full potential, this half term we have introduced key learning
strategies focused on retrieval practice and exam preparation. 

Research shows that retrieval practice—the process of actively recalling information significantly
improves long-term memory and academic performance. For all students and particularly GCSE
students, this skill is crucial, as exams require them to recall knowledge from multiple topics, often
studied months or even years earlier. By embedding retrieval techniques into daily learning, students
strengthen their ability to retain knowledge, recall it under pressure, and apply it effectively in their
exams. Retrieval is widely recognised as one of the most powerful learning strategies, proven to
reduce forgetting and increase confidence when tackling exam questions. 

To enhance our students' retention and retrieval levels, we are introducing the following key
initiatives:

 'Recall it All' and 40-Minute Mock Exams

Beginning in the current half-term, we have introduced 'Recall it All' sessions for Key
Stage 3 and 40-minute mock exams for Key Stage 4 students. These assessments

occur at least six times per academic year and encompass 8-16 questions that mirror
the format of final examinations. The purpose is to provide students with a realistic

exam experience, enhance their test-taking skills, and reduce anxiety associated with
high-stakes testing. 
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Why increase levels of retrieval?

By implementing regular retrieval practices such as quizzes and mock exams, we aim to improve
knowledge retention and ensure that students are better prepared for their final assessments.

Research indicates that retrieval practice is a highly effective learning strategy, leading to
improved long-term retention and academic success. ​files.ofsted.gov.ukctl.wustl.edu+1aasa.org+1
We believe that these initiatives will not only enhance our students' learning experience but also
contribute significantly to their academic success. We appreciate your continued support in our

efforts to provide the best education for your children.
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