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To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.
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To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.

Enjoy French

Interested in studying another 
language in future

Interested in culture

Career

Academic route



Assessment

GCSE:

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing

4 exams, 25% each. 

Speaking is voice recorded.
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What do we study?

My Personal World
Travel and Tourism

Lifestyle and Wellbeing
My Neighbourhood

Studies and My Future
Media and Technology
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Why 
Languages?

Job areas: 
Translation

Travel 
Politics

Humanitarian aid / Charity work
Hotels

Restaurants
Education

Journalism / Media 
Business 

Engineering 
Law, EU, Courts
Film / Theatre

Linguistics  
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Why 
Languages?

Skills: 
Communication 

Memory
Problem-solving

Creativity
Analytical skills

Confidence
Tolerance & Understanding 
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Why 
Languages?

Business magnate and philanthropist Bill 
Gates (co-founder of Microsoft) is fluent 

in French, which has helped him forge 
stronger relationships with French-

speaking politicians and business leaders.
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Why 
Languages?

Actor and filmmaker Natalie Portman 
speaks English, Hebrew, French, German, 

and Japanese, which has helped her 
communicate with directors and actors 

from around the world.
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Why 
Languages?

United Nations Secretary-General António 
Guterres is fluent in Portuguese, English, 
French, and Spanish, which has enabled 
him to communicate with people from 

diverse cultural backgrounds in his role as 
a global leader.

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



Why 
Languages?

You will be able to enjoy and 
appreciate:

 Books
 Films
 Music
 Places
 Food
 Traditions 
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Why 
Languages?

International
 Travel
 Business 
 Communication

French is spoken by over 220 million 
people around the world, making it one 
of the most widely spoken languages in 
the world. In addition, French is 
recognized as an official language in 29 
countries, including France, Canada, 
Switzerland, and many African nations. 
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Why 
Languages?

Improved cognitive abilities

1. Language learning stimulates the brain and 
can improve memory, problem-solving, 
and critical thinking skills. 

2. Studies have shown that bilingual 
individuals have a lower risk of developing 
dementia and other cognitive disorders 
later in life.
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Why 
Languages?

Better job prospects

1. Many employers value language skills and 
seek out bilingual or multilingual 
candidates for international business and 
communication roles.

2. Knowing multiple languages can also give 
you a competitive edge in fields like 
journalism, tourism, and education.
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Why 
Languages?

Enhanced cultural understanding

1. Learning a new language can help you 
better understand and appreciate other 
cultures, traditions, and ways of thinking.

2. It can also foster empathy, tolerance, and 
respect for others.
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Why 
Languages?

French is the third most important 
language for international business, after 

English and Chinese, and is the official 
language of many international 

organizations such as the United Nations, 
the International Olympic Committee, and 

the Red Cross.

French is the third most commonly used 
language on the internet, after English 

and Chinese.

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



“Only 6 per cent of 
the global population 
are native English 
speakers.”

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



“75 per cent of the 
world’s population 
speak no English at 
all.”
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“80 per cent of 
English exporters are 
unable to conduct 
business in a foreign 
language .”
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“77 % British 
exporters believe they 
lose business because 
they can’t speak other 
languages.”
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“Exporters who use 
language skills 
achieve on average 
45 % more sales.”

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



“ Research suggests the 
UK is missing out on 
contracts worth up to £21 
billion a year because of 
the lack of language skills 
in the workforce.”

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



“60% UK employers 
are dissatisfied 
with the foreign 
language skills of 
school leavers.”
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“ More than 30% UK 
businesses want 
people specifically 
for their language 
skills.”
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“72% UK 
international trade 
is with non-
English-speaking 
countries.”
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“Most employers 
do not require 
complete 
fluency.”
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“They want 
conversational ability, 
which will give a good 
impression, help to 
build relationships and 
make new contacts.”

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.



“Modern linguists earn 
more than graduates from 
any other discipline except 
medics, architects and 
pharmacologists.”

To be able to evaluate studying French at GCSE.
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